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‘What A Night’ 

SV hosts annual Veteran Recognition Night  

It is our privilege to annually recognize area Veterans 

during the Raiders’ first home football game.  

The night of Sept. 13 marked the 16th year this tradition 

was held at Seneca Valley, and, “beating North Alle-

gheny was icing on the cake,” according to one veteran 

in attendance. 

The final score was SV 20 – NA 6. 

Prior to the start of the game, District officials invited 

local veterans to join the football team in the locker 

room of the Raiders’ Field House. There, the group 

adhered American Flag stickers to the players’ helmets. 

Then, during a pre-game ceremony, those veterans 

present gathered on the NexTier Stadium track and were recognized for their dedicated service to our 

Country. They also received free ad-

mission and special seating and park-

ing accommodations for the game. 

The standing ovation they received 

from our home and visitors: priceless.  

Thank you again to our men and 

women in the military for your ser-

vice and sacrifice. 

Don’t miss out: 

To read more stories and view 

photos featuring the many 

events and activities in our 

schools, please follow us on  

the SV Facebook Page or by 

following us on Twitter 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
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Welcome back, SV 

Students begin 2013-14 school year on Aug. 28 
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Kara Andres 

Family and Consumer Science Teacher 

Seneca Valley Senior High School 

 

 

Laura Kepple 

Learning Support Teacher 

Seneca Valley Senior High School 

 

 

Elana Kriess 

Latin Teacher 

Seneca Valley Middle School 

 

Joseph Ohodnicki 

Music Teacher 

Haine Elementary School 

 

 

Angela Palumbo 

Mathematics Teacher 

Seneca Valley Middle School 

 

 

Jennifer Shipe  

Guidance Counselor 

Haine Middle School 

New faces 

We welcome the following new teachers to our schools: Help Wanted: 

Looking for a job? Seneca  

Valley currently has positions 

available for: 

● Elementary Principal 

● Substitute Custodians 

● Grade 9 Cheerleading 

Coach 

● Paraprofessional Substi-

tutes 

● Cafeteria Help 

● Special Event Security 

● Secretarial Substitutes 

Go online to www.svsd.net  

and click on Employment  

Opportunities found on the  

Site Shortcuts section of our 

homepage.  

http://wexford.schoolofrock.com/
http://www.svsd.net
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Lauren Smith 

Guidance Counselor 

Rowan Elementary School 

 

 

Kayla Snyder 

Guidance Counselor 

Evans City Elementary School 

New faces, continued 

We welcome the following new teachers to our schools: 

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School: 

Principal: Ms. DeeAnn Graham 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Vincent D’Angelo 

 

Evans City Elementary: 

Principal: Ms. Lauri Pendred 

 

Evans City Middle School: 

Acting Principal: Ms. Marie Palano 

 

Haine Elementary School: 

Principal: Ms. Michelle Ellis 

Assistant Principal: Ms. Mandy Toy 

 

Haine Middle School: 

Principal – TBD 

Assistant Principal: Ms. Mandy Toy 

 

Rowan Elementary School: 

Principal: Ms. Nan Farmar 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Vincent D’Angelo 

 

Seneca Valley Middle School: 

Principal: Ms. Andrea Peck 

Acting Assistant Principal: Mr. Larry Wendereusz 

 

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School: 

Principal: Ms. Jodie Perry 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Rob Raso 

 

Seneca Valley Senior High School: 

Principal: Mr. Mark Korcinsky 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Jeffrey Roberts 

 

Seneca Valley Academy of Choice: 

Principal: Ms. Denise Manganello 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Anthony Conti 

2013-14 Seneca Valley Building Administrators 

How to Connect: 

To reach all Seneca Valley Schools and/or 

personnel, please call (724) 452-6040 and 
a menu of options will be provided. You 

can also visit us online at www.svsd.net 

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
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National Merit recognizes Seneca Valley seniors 

On Sept. 11, officials of National Merit Scholarship Corp. (NMSC) 

announced that two Seneca Valley students have been named as sem-

ifinalists in the 59th Annual National Merit Scholarship Program and 

one student has been named a semifinalist in the 50th Annual Nation-

al Achievement Scholarship Program. Seniors Robert Kunkel and 

Rosanne Harrison are two of approximately 16,000 academically 

talented high school students from across the nation to be chosen for 

National Merit; and Daniella Ortiz is one of approximately 1,600 

scholastically gifted students chosen for National Achievement. All 

three will now have an opportunity to continue in the competition for various scholarships worth mil-

lions of dollars. Mr. Kunkel, Miss Harrison and Miss Ortiz qualified for their respective programs by 

taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test, and are among the highest 

scoring entrants from Pennsylvania. Finalists will be announced in spring 2014.  

The College Board is also pleased to announce the following Seneca Valley students have been select-

ed as 2013-14 National Hispanic Recognition Program (NHRP) Scholar recipients. They are seniors 

Kaleigh Ruiz, Miss Ortiz and Stefany Baron. The NHRP was initiated in 1983 to identify outstanding 

Hispanic/Latino high school students.  

HMS students earn  

props from PROP 

Haine Middle School Purpose students, also 

known as the Green Team, were recently 

named winners of a video recycling competi-

tion held by Professional Recyclers of Pennsyl-

vania (PROP). The video, called “Recycle 

Time,” was completely written, directed and 

produced by sixth graders from Allison 

Stebbins’ class, earning a $300 scholarship for 

the school. The video can be found under Mrs. 

Stebbins’ teacher website on the Haine Middle 

School page. The link is: http://www.svsd.net/

Page/9464. 

Online and 

interactive 

SV creates first-

ever annual  

report 

Did you know Rowan 

Elementary was origi-

nally built in 1952, 

replacing four, one-room school houses? Do you 

know what the taxes are in our neighboring com-

munities? Ever wonder where SV students go 

after they graduate?  Learn about SV history, 

finances, students and LOTS more in the 2012-

13 Seneca Valley Annual Report at 

www.svannualreport.com. 

Let’s Play! 

The Evans City PTO funded $18,000 for a new play-

ground, which was installed earlier this summer. The fit-

ness play structure keeps the kids moving, spinning, 

climbing and jumping. The Evans City PTO received a 

discount of about $5,000 on the playground, through 

the Burke Budget Extension In-Kind Grant. 

The Evans City PTO paid for the equipment using money 

from its various fundraisers, including its signature fall 

fundraiser, book fairs and parent donations. 

 

http://www.svsd.net/Page/9464
http://www.svsd.net/Page/9464
http://www.svannualreport.com/
http://www.bciburke.com/
linguastarsonline.org
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Generous donation serves up possibilities with demo 

table 

The students in the Family and Consumer Sci-

ence Department are learning to cook like the 

pros – now they can look like them, too.   

From left, Ally Brombacher, Samantha Nellis 

and Matt Trotta from the Consumer Foods I 

class are shown preparing foods during a recent 

cooking lab at the senior high school.  Ultimate 

Granite from Gibsonia graciously donated the 

granite countertop for the demonstration table.  

Chris Morrow, President of Ultimate Granite, 

said he chose to help Seneca Valley as a way to 

give back to the community and support the 

educational opportunities at Seneca Valley. Mr. 

Morrow worked with Family and Consumer Science teacher Gail Simpson during the summer months 

to make this project a reality for the foods classes in the school.  

The Consumer Foods I, II and Advanced Foods classes will use the demonstration table for demon-

stration speeches and cooking shows. The cooking shows will be aired periodically on SVTV through-

out the year, giving the students a chance to practice their culinary 

and public speaking skills.  

The Family & Consumer Science department extends their grati-

tude to Ultimate Granite of Gibsonia for donating the countertop 

to complement the base cabinets that were built by Troyer Wood-

working of Mercer, PA.   

2013 SV Hall of Fame 

Seneca Valley congratulates the 2013 Seneca Valley Sports Hall of Fame Inductees: 

● Mrs. Stacie Safritt Anderson ’05 swimming 

● Mr. Zach Jackson ’01 baseball 

● Mr. Brian Buerkle ’88 football and track and field 

● Mrs. Toni Riley Kisling ’80 swimming 

● Mrs. Joan Sherman Trach ’75 swimming, basketball and track and field 

● The 1983 Boys’ State Championship Cross Country Team – Coach Denny Stewart 

Team members:  Gus Nicoll, Mark Barron, Matt Barron, Glenn Rhines, Tony Neiber, Jeff A. Mil-

ler, Tony Neibar, Terry Estes, and John Yates. 

The group was honored during Raider Football pre-game ceremonies on Sept. 13 (pictured) and again 

during a banquet held at the Seneca Valley Senior High School on Sept. 14. 
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Fall Sports Update 

There’s no denying 

Raider pride is out 

in full support of 

our student-athletes 

this fall.  As teams 

enter the second 

half of their WPI-

AL season, many 

Seneca Valley 

teams sit at or near 

the top of their re-

spective section 

standings.  Boys’ 

soccer finished the 

first half of sectional play with a 7-0 record, alone in first place.  Girls’ soccer finished at 6-1 and is 

currently second in their section.  Girls’ volleyball is once again contending for WPIAL playoff con-

tention.  Football is 4-0 heading in to a key showdown against undefeated Central Catholic at High-

mark stadium.  Boys and girls golf have finished their individual WPIAL qualifiers and are both look-

ing to finish the season winning team records.  Girls’ tennis narrowly missed the team sectional finals 

and is on track to complete the season above .500.  The cross country runners, under the direction of 

new head coach Steve Strelick, are entering the final phase of their training in preparation for the 

WPIAL Championships held October 24, 2013 at Coopers Lake. 

CONGRATULATIONS, Coach Holl! 

Raider varsity football head coach Don Holl was selected as the winner of 

the Steelers High School Coach of the Week for their Week 3 victory over 

North Allegheny.  Coach Holl will be a guest of the Steelers on Sunday, 

October 20, where he’ll be honored at the two-minute warning of the first 

half on the video board with Stan Savran. 

Important upcoming dates 

● October 11, 2013 – Homecoming football game against North Hills 

● October 25, 2013 – Final home football game of regular season with many activities happen-

ing.  It will be senior recognition night, the kickoff for the District’s annual Toys-for-Tots cam-

paign and our annual “Pink Night” supporting Breast Cancer Awareness.  All survivors of breast 

cancer or those honoring a loved one who lost their fight to breast cancer are invited on the field 

for pre-game to form the tunnel for our players to enter.  More information will be posted on the 

District’s website on how to register for the pre-game tunnel. 

● November 7, 2013 – Physicals, drug testing and ImPACT baseline concussion testing for winter 

sport athletes.  Student athletes should report to the Athletic Office located in the Senior High 

immediately after school.   

● November 18, 2013 – First permissible date for tryouts/practice for winter sports. 

Seneca Valley Athletic Office 

Phone: 724-452-6040 x1752 

Athletic Director - Heather Lewis - lewish@svsd.net 

Athletic Secretary - Marcie Peaco - peacoma@svsd.net 

Athletic Secretary - Jeanine Poleti - poletijc@svsd.net 

mailto:lewish@svsd.net
mailto:peacoma@svsd.net
mailto:poletijc@svsd.net
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Students wanted for 2014-15 Rotary youth exchange 

program  

The Zelienople Rotary Club is recruiting students in the Seneca Valley School District area to visit 

and study in another country during the 2014-15 school year as a part of the Rotary Youth Exchange 

program. 

The Rotary Youth Exchange program offers high school students from the U.S. and other countries 

the opportunity to live and study in another country during a school year. The program’s objective is 

to foster world peace, international understanding and good will by extending international communi-

cation at the personal level through the exchange of students of high school age. 

Eligible students should be of good character and reputation, not older than 18 at time of departure, have 

above average academic ability and have a pleasant personality. A preliminary application with a local 

interview is required by October 18, 2013, followed by final interviews in November. Country prefer-

ences will be taken into consideration and placements made in January 2014. 

The student's share of expenses is approximately $4,800. The program is for one year and the hosting 

Rotary club will provide housing with host families, food, schooling and a monthly allowance. Check 

out www.exchangestudent.org  for more information. 

For more information on how to participate in Rotary Youth Exchange, contact Jeff Simmons, President/

Zelienople Rotary Club, (724) 473-0016, jsimmons@tribweb.com; or Beth Marshall, Zelienople  

Rotary Club, (724) 624-4057, marshallhairsalon@verizon.net.  

19
th

 annual search under way for nation’s top youth 

volunteers  

Awards Program Honors Students in Grades 5-

12 for Outstanding Volunteer Service 

Over the past 18 years, Prudential Spirit of Com-

munity Awards have been given to more than 

100,000 middle and high school students across 

the country for helping the less fortunate, pro-

moting health and safety, protecting the environ-

ment, and serving their communities through 

many other volunteer activities. Today the search 

begins to identify thousands more who have 

made meaningful contributions to their commu-

nities over the past 12 months, as the awards 

program kicks off its 19th year. 

These awards, sponsored by Prudential Financial, 

Inc. in partnership with the National Association 

of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), honor 

outstanding community service by students in 

grades 5 - 12 at the local, state and national level. 

“Prudential is proud to honor young people who 

contribute their time and talents to improving the 

communities around them,” said Prudential 

Chairman and CEO John Strangfeld. “We cele-

brate their service with hope that others will be 

inspired to follow their fine example.” 

Young volunteers can apply online at http://

spirit.prudential.com or at www.nassp.org/spirit. 

Applications must be completed by November 5, 

2013, and then submitted to a middle or high 

school principal, Girl Scout council, county 4-H 

agent, American Red Cross chapter, YMCA or 

HandsOn Network affiliate. Paper versions of the 

application form are available by calling (877) 

525-8491 toll-free. 

Bundle Up Butler 

Free coats for those in need 

If you or a family member is in need of a winter coat, please attend our Bundle Up Butler Coat give-

away to receive a free coat!  This is a collaborative effort sponsored by the Butler Collaborative for 

Families and Center for Community Resources in partnership with various Butler County churches, 

schools and businesses. 

 What: Coat Give-Away and Light Refreshments 

 Where: St Mark’s Lutheran Church 

  201 West Jefferson Street, Corner of Jefferson & Washington Streets, Butler, PA. 

 When: October 29, 2013, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 Why: To provide coats and other winter items to those in need in our community.  

http://www.exchangestudent.org
mailto:jsimmons@tribweb.com
mailto:marshallhairsalon@verizon.net
http://spirit.prudential.com
http://spirit.prudential.com
http://www.nassp.org/spirit

